
 
 
 
Eight International DOCOMOMO Conference 
New York City, September 26–October 2, 2004  
 
Import-Export: Postwar Modernism in an Expanding World, 1945–75 
As this was the first International DOCOMOMO Conference devoted to the postwar period 
and the first to consider not just the impact of preservation on modernism but the impact of 
modernism on preservation, it was the intention of the theme to examine postwar modernism 
as an international phenomenon, for it is the appearance of modernism in all parts of the 
world and the quantity and scale of that manifestation that distinguish modernism of the 
postwar from that of the interwar period.  
The six keywords identified in the original call for papers were:  
 
1 Internationalization 
2 Polarization 
3 Reconstruction and Rebuilding 
4 Resistance and Independence 
5 Time Zones 
6 Utopias 
 
The keywords functioned on multiple levels; they were concepts recognizable to the historical 
actors under study. They became pertinent to the contemporary critical work of historical 
analysis and preservation practice. They also underscored some of the challenges, both 
philosophical and logistical, attendant on current attitudes towards the preservation of 
postwar modern movement architecture and city planning. 
 
In addition to—but separate from—the conference, a series of two-day technology seminars 
were planned. These were open to the conference participants and other professionals in the 
New York area. The intention was that these technology seminars reflect the unique character 
of Docomomo and not only address American projects and developments but also draw 
upon experience from professionals in other countries.  
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2 Polarization 
 
Fading Architecture of Progress: Modernizing Hong Kong and ‘Liberated’ China, 1945–66 by 
Jeffrey W. Cody — The Stalinstadt Experiment: East Germany, 1950–61 by Lars Scharnholz 
— Another Kind of Modernism: Trends in Postwar Architectural Ideology and Practice in 
Socialist Bulgaria 1944–89 by Milena Metalkova-Markova — Ideology and Aesthetics in 
Brazilian-US Relations 1945–60 by Sonia Marques & Guilah Naslavsky — Deconstructing 
Formalism: Socialist Realism versus Modernist Architecture by Carmen Popescu — Postwar 
Low-cost Housing in South Africa: Ideal and Reality by Alta Steenkamp. 
 
 
3 Reconstruction and Rebuilding 
 
The Reconstruction of Dunkirk by Philippe Louguet — The Reconstruction of Le Havre (1945–
59): Perret Confronts Industrialized Construction, or the Demise of the Frame by Yvan 
Delemontey — Something Old, Something New: Postwar Planning and Preservation in Paris 
by Tami Hausman — Irredentist Urbanism: Border Dispute, Rapprochement and Modern 
Architecture in Alsace-Lorraine, 1945–65 by Charissa N. Terranova — The Postwar 
Productions of the Public Works Department of Singapore (PWD) by Wong Yunn Chii — To 
Rationalize, Functionalize, and Internationalize Japan: The Role of the Architects in the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications in the Postwar Period, The Case of Hideo Kosaka 
by Kenji Watanabe & Yoshiyuki Yamana — Groothandelsgebouw Rotterdam Reviewed by 
Hielkje Zijlstra — The Future has a Dubious Past: The Ambiguous Role of the ‘Old’ in the Plan 
for the ‘New Warsaw,’ 1949–55 by David Snyder — Late Modern Buildings in a Historic Town 
Center: A Case Study by Grazyna Hryncewicz-Lamber — The Reconstruction of the ‘Mostra 
D’Oltremare’ in Naples by Paola Ascione & Marisa Zuccaro — Vällingby Center: Stockholm 
after Fifty Years, Preservation and Revitalization by Britt Wisth — Architectural Ideals in 
Rebuilding and Rehabilitation of Modern Housing by Sonja Viden. 
 
 
4 Resistance and Independence 
 
Preservation as Confrontation in the Work of Lina Bo Bardi by Zeuler R. Lima — The Sao 
Paulo Museum of Art by Marcos José Carrilho — Eladio Dieste’s Latin American Modernity by 
Pablo Castro & Jennifer Lee — Alternate Visions for a Modern Singapore by Dinesh Naidu, 
Ho Weng Hin & Tan Kar Lin — The International and the Regional in Late Twentieth Century 
Bosnian Architecture by Erika Tapp — Justifying the Ornamental in Postwar Modernism: 
Rudolph’s Arts Center at Wellesley by John Rhodes — Australian Resistance, Subsequent 
Fall: Modernism and the National Gallery of Victoria (1968) by Philip Goad — Brussels: 
Postwar Modernity and the City, Confrontational Testimony of a Changing Political Debate by 
Iwan Strauven & Benoît Moritz — ‘The Hidden Face of the Sun:’ European Travelers in 
American Counterculture by Caroline Maniaque. 
 

  



 
 
 
5 Time Zones 
 
The IS Bank Skyscraper: The Modern Office Block in Turkey by Elvan Altan Ergut — The 
Impact of Modernity and Tradition in Post-1950 Kathmandu Valley Architecture by Biresh 
Shah 
 
 
6 Utopias 
 
Utopia Above Utopia: Oscar Niemeyer’s Negev Plan, Israel, 1964 by Zvi Elhyani — Kenzo 
Tange and the Skopje City Center Reconstruction Plan by George Kunihiro — 
‘Ecumenopolis:’ Doxiadis’s City of the Future by Panayiota Pyla — Rudolf Schwarz and the 
City-Landscape: Can the Urban Save the Rural? by Panos Mantziaras — The Brussels 
Atomium and the Popular Appeal of ‘Humanized’ Nuclear Science by Rika Devos, Charlotte 
Nys & Michel Provost — Ephemerality or Permanence? Cedric Price’s Inter-action Center by 
Mary-Louise Lobsinger. 
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